
Elementary 
English Language Arts & Development  

Instructional Materials Report 
February 13, 2020



Goals
● Create consistent 

vertical alignment
● Provide quality and rigor 

in literature and 
assessment

● Implement standards 
aligned curriculum

● Continue to provide 
Balanced Literacy 
instruction
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Our Journey
Spring 2019
● Review of Elementary English Language Arts Materials
● Decision to Pilot Benchmark Advance & Scholastic Literacy
● Finalized list of Strand and Village Pilot Teachers (16 Teachers - K, 1st, 3rd, 5th)

Fall 2019 - Winter 2020
● Pilot Teachers Publisher Training & Coaching
● 8 weeks of Scholastic Literacy and 8 weeks of Benchmark Advance
● 2 Joint Pilot Forums & Publisher Presentations
● Director of Learning, Village Principal & 7 Teachers visited Poway School District 

Visit (adopted Benchmark Advance in Spring 2017)
● TK-5 Teacher Survey
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Consensus Survey Results
February 2020

Understandings:
● CUSD TK-5 teachers will use a common English language arts curriculum, implemented with fidelity, in Fall 

2020/21
● The ELA curriculum that is chosen for adoption will be supported by site administrators and the Learning

Department
● Professional learning and curriculum training will be provided to ensure fidelity of implementation
● Materials will be provided for full-implementation
● Time and assistance for preparation will be provided and/or compensated
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Pilot teacher support

“Benchmark Advance has unit themes across grade levels with a variety of rigorous fiction and 
nonfiction texts. It contains everything you need whole group or small group reading 
instruction.” 

“Benchmark advance is a comprehensive and engaging English Language arts curriculum. 

Students enjoy the fiction and non-fiction topics that are covered. It provides many 

opportunities for students to write and share their thinking and keeps the rigor high.” 
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Create Consistent Vertical Alignment



Provide Quality & Rigor in Literature & Assessment
Benchmark Advance embodies the five 
themes of the California Framework 
through its rigorous integrated language, 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening 
instruction. 

Benchmark Advance addresses the needs of 
all learners, from gifted and talented to 
those working below grade level, and 
supports independent reading outside the 
classroom, with the goal of developing the 
capacities of all California students to be 
broadly literate and ready for college, 
career, and citizenship.
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English language instruction 
builds into and from content 
instruction. English Learners 
read shorter sections with 
enhanced visual support, not 
adapted texts.

Each three week thematic unit was 
designed to promote meaning-making 
strategies and close reading opportunities.



Provide Quality & Rigor in Literature & Assessment
Complex, high-quality texts worthy of close reading are at the heart of 
each three-week unit.

50/50 balance of fiction and nonfiction including building in science and 
social studies content knowledge.

Variety of Assessments available to access online or on paper

● weekly and unit assessments
● interim assessment
● foundational skills assessments
● informal assessments

Intervention is specific to each grade level and includes targeted lesson to 
address specific skill deficits
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Implement Standards Aligned Curriculum

The California English Language Arts and 
Development Framework establishes four 
overarching and overlapping goals for 
ELA/literacy and ELD instruction. These 
goals call for California’s students, by high 
school graduation, to have developed the 
readiness for college, careers, and civic life; 
attained the capacities of literate 
individuals; become broadly literate; and 
acquired the skills for living and learning in 
the 21st century. 
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Benchmark Advance supports Balanced Literacy

Balanced Literacy Components
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Benchmark Advance supports this work



Consensus
“We have arrived at consensus when 

(1) All points of view have been heard, and

(2) The will of the group to move forward is evident – even to those who most oppose it.”

- - DuFour, Learning by Doing

Using DuFour’s guiding principles, CUSD reached consensus:

✔ Everyone clearly understands the proposal/agreements.

✔ Everyone has had an opportunity to have their voice “in the room.”

✔ Everyone agrees to support the decision, born from the “will of the group,” and to move forward as a united front 
rowing in the same direction.
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Collective Commitments
● We recognize that instructional materials are just one part of a comprehensive 

English Language Arts program
● We will collaboratively construct our complete CUSD English Language Arts 

program
● We will fully integrate all aspects of the English Language Arts and 

Development standards and frameworks 
● We will focus our instructional efforts on differentiation and continuous 

improvement
● We commit to a multi-year process that validates and extends teacher 

instructional expertise
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TK-5 Next Steps
Establish Partnerships with other Benchmark Advance Districts

Poway, Chula Vista, Lemon Grove

Materials in Hands ASAP!

Give Ourselves Permission to Go Slow!
Year 1:  Exploration Phase
Year 2:  Clarifying and Revising Phase
Year 3:  Focusing and Refining

Professional Learning
April/May 2020
August 2020
Learning Walks
Coaching 
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Thank You to the Team!
TK-5 Teachers 
Heidi Bergener
Jennifer Moore
Tanya White
Megan Battle
Julia Braga
Jennifer Landry
Stacy Morrissey
Karen Maggio
Traci Orth
Julie Salvatierra
SDCOE
Poway Unified

Pilot Teachers:
Matthew Andrijasevich
Rachel Bevilacqua
Renee Cavanaugh
Eveleen Coker
Rise’ Cooley
Justine Freeman
Robyn Fullmer
Crystal Garner
Mallory Hohenstein
Sarah Hunsaker
Steve Patrick
Devon Roberts
Kathy Shady
Holly Sibert
Annette Tickner
Sarah Yakutis


